features into the realms of the electron microscope. This tool has now taught us so much not only about the structure but also about the function of the inner earthat a comprehensive account of its role and revelations is invaluable.
This book does not just present a selection of beautiful electron microscopic pictures, an achievement which would be worthy in its own right since the elegance of these preparations must be a source of wonder both anatomically and aesthetically. Of greater importance, however, is the presentation of a clear and accurate discussion of the respective roles of transmission electron microscopy, scanning electron microscopy and freeze fracturing. After a lucid and beautifully worded description of the anatomy of the inner earand anyone who has tried to describe this organ in simple English will applaud the mastery of language that has generated this descriptionwe are led into a most useful account of the techniques needed for the study of ultrastructural anatomy. Here, with sufficient references to support the text, can be found information which will lead aspiring ultrastructural anatomists to replicate the methods. Nor is the importance of tissue culture of embryonic material neglected; successively, progressively, and with meticulous attention to detail, the text and illustrations lead us through the contemporary understanding of the structure of the sensory epithelia of the inner ear provided by electron microscopy, and the elegant ways in which its innervation has been demonstrated. The mysteries are not all revealed. The formal scientific style of the contributions allows the reader a glimpse of what still remains to be discovered, while the carefully selected references and illustrations complement the whole. This is a book which will appeal to those who marvel at the beauty of electron microscopic pictures, to all who wish to study, or should study, the structure and function of the ear, and to many who seek guidance on furrows left to plough in this fertile soil. £60 or just under may seem a high price but for what is provided it is a 'best buy'. This hardbacked volume covers 13 symposia on different aspects of cancer management and research, each containing between three to six different papers presented at the congress. This format will be recognized by the reader as a recipe for a totally forgettable book, as often filed in the rubbish bin or set to collect dust on the bookshelves. However, I was delighted to find an exciting and up-to-date volume. The selected papers are by recognized authorities on their subjects and with few exceptions will be useful as reference on the topics covered. I found the sections on high linear energy transfer particles, hyperthermia, and viruses and their possible relationship to human cancer, particularly good. Within the latter symposia, the paper by the late Henry S Kaplan on retroviruses associated with human leukemias and lymphomas is a masterpiece and a fitting reminder of the genius and versatility of the author. The section on pain control in the management of the cancer patient and on nutrition and cancer management did not seem to do more than review and speculate. However, this may reflect the difficulty of quantifying success in these newer fields of interest.
The note-like style of the papers with line diagrams and frequent underlining reinforces the immediacy and informality of the contents which are very easily readable in spite of varying typefaces. Introductions, conclusions, subheadings and references add to the succinctness. The book is an extremely useful collection of papers, particularly attractive to oncology specialists, keeping them up to date on subjects which may be on the fringe of their main interests. MARGARET This book is an outstanding practical guide to the design, planning, execution and analysis of clinical trials. It is very much a working manual giving valued information on randomization procedures, patient log books and calculating sample sizes. It also manages to cover the theory and philosophy of the trial method, together with a delightfully written chapter on its history which is well illustrated with examples of the classic studies. The statistical sections are written for the non-statistician and are refreshingly compre-
